Autism, child abuse, and sudden infant death syndrome.
The current literature regarding the standard and nonstandard therapies for children with autism is reviewed. A long term, comprehensive, individualized, multidisciplinary approach remains the best treatment. Physicians caring for the victims of child abuse are frequently asked to render an opinion regarding soft-tissue bruising. A review of the literature suggests that estimation of the age of a bruise should not rely solely on color, but rather should be the result of careful history, a through physical examination, and possibly laboratory testing. The need for a standardized and systematic approach to sudden infant death syndrome is also reviewed. The psychological effects on the parents following sudden infant death is discussed and reveals maternal anxiety and depression and, to a lesser degree, paternal anxiety and depression following the loss of a child. Currently, sleep position continues to be a risk factor for sudden infant death syndrome, although immunizations may not be.